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New Hispanic Work Arising in Ascension

In 2015, the Holy Spirit started stirring the hearts of pastors in the Baptist Association of
Greater Baton Rouge when they realized no Spanish-speaking church existed in Gonzales –
despite a growing Hispanic population. These congregations began to pray for God to show
them how address this need. Arturo Zapata was God’s answer.
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Arturo and his wife worked in church planting for twenty- five years, including planting four
new churches in Colombia. When the pastors in Ascension Parish reached out to Arturo, he
knew the Lord was calling him to plant a church in Gonzales.
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Since his arrival in 2021, Arturo has seen God’s work as local Bible studies grew and several
people confessed Jesus as Lord. One of those was Ariana, a Puerto Rican mother of four, who
found herself alone and hurting, a victim of domestic violence. Since finding the Hispanic
group at Fellowship Church, Ariana has received Jesus, and her life, and the lives of her
daughters, has seen radical changes.
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Thanks to your GBO gifts and support from area churches including Ascension Baptist, First
Baptist Gonzales, Fellowship Church, Dutchtown Baptist and the Baptist Association of
Greater Baton Rouge, a new Hispanic church in Ascension parish has become a reality.
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Pray for God to open doors to reach the Hispanic people in Ascension Parish.
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Pray for workers to join Arturo in this new venture. Ask God to give Arturo and his family the
vision and strength to engage the Hispanic population in Ascension Parish with the Gospel.
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