
breaking through barriers:
our call to louisiana missions

scripture:
Mark 2:1-12, Mark 1:38

In Mark 2, we encounter a remarkable story of determination and faith. Four friends, desperate 
to help their paralyzed companion, break through a roof to lower him to Jesus when faced with 
an impassable crowd. This physical breakthrough mirrors the spiritual and missional 
breakthroughs we're called to make across Louisiana today. Their actions embody Jesus' own 
mission statement found in Mark 1:38: "We must go to the nearby towns, so that I can tell the 
good news to those people. This is why I have come."

breaking through physical barriers (mark 2:1-4)
When Jesus was teaching in a home in Capernaum, four men carrying their paralyzed friend 
couldn't reach Him because of the crowd. Instead of giving up, they climbed onto the roof, 
created an opening, and lowered their friend to Jesus. Physical access was the barrier, and 
creative determination was their solution.

Jesus himself modeled this determination to overcome physical barriers. In Mark 1:38, when his 
disciples urged him to stay in the comfortable and receptive environment of Capernaum, Jesus 
insisted, "We must go to the nearby towns, so that I can tell the good news to those people. This 
is why I have come." He understood that his mission required breaking through geographic 
barriers to reach those who hadn't yet heard.

Louisiana faces its own physical barriers to the gospel. Geographic isolation in rural 
communities leaves many without access to churches. Poverty creates practical barriers for 
families struggling to meet basic needs. Natural disasters repeatedly devastate communities, 
creating immediate physical needs that must be addressed before spiritual conversations can 
even begin.

breaking through social barriers (mark 2:5-7)
When the paralyzed man finally reaches Jesus, we witness another barrier – the judgment of the 
religious leaders. They immediately question Jesus' authority to forgive sins, revealing the social 
and religious barriers that often separate people from God's grace. Jesus challenged these 
barriers directly.

Jesus consistently rejected social limitations on ministry. His declaration in Mark 1:38 – "This is 
why I have come" – reveals his purposeful mission to cross social boundaries. Whether engaging 

with Samaritans, tax collectors, women, or children, Jesus consistently broke through social 
barriers that limited the reach of God's love.

The Georgia Barnette Offering funds ministries that intentionally bridge these social divides. It 
supports initiatives like the "Here For You" multimedia campaign that presents the gospel in 
culturally relevant ways. It trains church planters who can minister effectively in diverse settings 
and equips established churches to reach across cultural boundaries. International student 
ministries, like the one that transformed Shannon Brown's life, create spaces where people from 
different backgrounds can experience authentic Christian community.  (If possible, share the 
video about Shannon Brown during the sermon or as an introduction.)

breaking through spiritual barriers (mark 2:8-12)
The climax of the story comes when Jesus not only forgives the man's sins but heals his 
paralysis, demonstrating His authority over both spiritual and physical domains. The crowd's 
amazement – "We have never seen anything like this!" – reveals the breakthrough that occurs 
when spiritual barriers are removed and God's power is displayed.

Jesus' mission statement in Mark 1:38 reveals his spiritual priority: "so that I can tell the good 
news to those people." The good news that transforms lives was at the center of his purpose and 
ministry. No matter the barriers he faced – exhaustion, opposition, misunderstanding – Jesus 
remained committed to breaking through anything that hindered this message.

The greatest barriers in Louisiana aren't physical or social but spiritual. Many live in spiritual 
paralysis – unable to move toward God because of sin, doubt, disillusionment, or indifference. 
Like the paralyzed man, they need both forgiveness and transformation that only Jesus can 
provide.

Most importantly, it enables us to be like those four friends – bringing people to the feet of Jesus 
where true transformation happens. And when transformation occurs, others take notice. Just 
as the crowd was amazed in Capernaum, communities across Louisiana are impacted when they 
witness the spiritual breakthroughs that occur through faithful mission work.

wrap up:
The story in Mark 2 ends with amazement and praise: "This amazed everyone and they praised 
God, saying, 'We have never seen anything like this!'" This should be our vision for Louisiana – 
communities transformed by the power of the gospel, people freed from spiritual paralysis, 
barriers broken, and God glorified.

Jesus told his disciples in Mark 1:38, "We must go to the nearby towns, so that I can tell the good 
news to those people. This is why I have come." This remains our mission today – to go to the 
nearby towns across Louisiana with the good news. Some of us will go physically as missionaries 
and volunteers. Others will go through their financial gifts that make these ministries possible.

The question is: How will you participate in breaking through barriers so that others can meet 
Jesus? Will you be like those four determined friends who refused to let obstacles stand in their 
way? Will you give so that others can go? Will you pray for spiritual breakthroughs across our 
state? Will you personally go to serve in mission projects?

As we consider our response to the Georgia Barnette State Missions Offering, let's remember the 
lesson from these four faithful friends and Jesus' own mission statement – when we work 
together to overcome barriers, lives are transformed, and God is glorified.
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